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dies at 86

Democratic
Party
arrogance
and
insensitivity

AKAdemy’s annual extravaganza was held at the St. Petersburg Coliseum Sat., May 24.

Goliath Davis
BY GOLIATH J. DAVIS, III,
PH.D.

ST. PETERSBURG —
More than four weeks have
passed since Pinellas Democratic Party Chairman
Mark Hanisee left his
shameful phone message
for the Rev. Emanuel Sykes
prompting me to pose the
question: “Is the democratic party’s big tent
shrinking?” Members of
the print and electronic
media have reported widely
on Hanisee’s actions and
without fail, readers and
viewers agree Chairman
Hanisee’s behavior was inappropriate. By all accounts, the issue is not
dead.
As of this writing, I still
have not received a return
phone call from Chair
Hanisee and more importantly, he has not apologized for his behavior.
Effective leadership demands common courtesy
and more political acumen
than Hanisee has displayed.
Maria Scruggs shared her
experiences with Hanisee
and the Pinellas Democratic Party revealing Rev.
Sykes’ experience is not an
See DAVIS, page 2



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Each year the Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.
works hard to promote
their motto: “Sisterhood
and Service” through the
AKA AKAdemy program
that services the youth in
the community. And 2014
was no exception. So when
AKA President Crystal
Pruitt announced she
would strive to do things
bigger and better, she wasn’t kidding.
The AKAdemy annually holds an extravaganza

spotlighting outstanding
members in their program.
Last year’s Pink Paparazzi
affair was such a bit hit
many wondered how they
would top it. Add on the
AKAdemy is celebrating its
20th anniversary this year,
and the pressure was on.
But the ladies came
through and booked the
St. Petersburg Coliseum,
quaintly situated downtown, to house the influx of
guests.
To keep the program
moving, local chapter President of the National Council of Negro Women Angela
Rouson and Pinellas
County School Board mem-

ber Rene Flowers tagged
teamed the mistress of ceremony duties.
“It speaks to talent, but
it also speaks to creativity,”
Flowers commented after
a spectacular showcase of
talent among the youths
involved in entertaining
the crowd with their song
and dance routines.
The AKA AKAdemy is
structured to focus on the
developmental needs of
adolescent teen girls and
boys beginning in sixth
grade and following them
through high school graduation. Mentors work with
them promoting high academic achievement and

healthy lifestyles that will
bring economic security to
their future families. Hundreds of students are
served each year with funding made possible by the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County (JWB).
AKAdemy Program Director Manitia Moultrie
gave a rundown on how it
all got started, first with a
group of some 30 girls
known today as Gems, who
were the daughters of
Alpha Kappa Alpha members. It continued to expand
into neighbors and community youth and the signature program was formed
See AKA, pages 5

Practical Nursing offered at pTEC
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Nursing is a profession
that attracts people who
not only have a sense of
compassion but feel a genuine need to help, heal
and nurture others. Modern nursing in this country only goes back to the
mid-19th century, and is
now a respected profession and a competitive
field, with schools the
world over offering programs and classes.
Close to home, Pinel-

las Technical Education
Center (pTEC) offers
Practical Nursing as one
of its many popular
courses. There are about
10 instructors to guide
students in the care of pediatric, obstetric and geriatric patients. Students,
which can range from
teenagers to senior citizens, also receive training
in caring for convalescent,
physically challenged and
rehabilitative patients.
“We start out with
Health Core classes,
See pTEC, page 4

Janie Johnson instructs her students
on infant healthcare.

Maya Angelou

BY HILLEL ITALIE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK (AP) —
Maya Angelou, a modern
Renaissance woman who
survived the harshest of
childhoods to become a
force on stage, screen, the
printed page and the inaugural dais, has died. She
was 86.
Her death was confirmed in a statement issued by Wake Forest
University in WinstonSalem, North Carolina,
where she had served as a
professor of American
Studies since 1982.
Tall and regal, with a
deep, majestic voice, Angelou defied all probability
and category, becoming
one of the first black
women to enjoy mainstream success as an author and thriving in
virtually every artistic
medium. The young single
mother who performed at
strip clubs to earn a living
later wrote and recited the
most popular presidential
inaugural poem in history.
The childhood victim of
rape wrote a million-selling
memoir, befriended Malcolm X, Nelson Mandela
and the Rev. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and performed
on stages around the
world.
An actress, singer and
dancer in the 1950s and

See ANGELOU, page 8

 
 

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com



    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community
engagement: Self-sustainability

By Jon Wilson

Civil rights advances, part 2
Civil rights in St. PeTuskegee Airmen, betersburg made considercame the first African
able progress during the
American to serve on the
mid- and early 1960s into
city housing authority.
the 1970s. In recognition
Years later, St. Petersof the 50th anniversary
burg’s sanitation departof the federal Civil Rights
ment headquarters was
Act, we looked at milededicated in the name of
stones up until 1962 in
Joe Savage.
last week’s article. We’ll
In 1969, C. Bette Wimsurvey the years beyond
bish, whose husband was
in this week’s article.
Ralph Wimbish, became
Several
important
the first African Ameristrides took place during
cana elected to the city
this time period, but the
council.
event that garnered the
Sanderlin, the strikJudge
most attention was the
ers’ lawyer, in 1972 beJames Sanderlin
strike of city sanitation
came the first African
workers in 1968. Tossing
American elected to a
garbage in the hot,
county judgeship. He
Florida sun was one of
later was elected to the
the toughest jobs a man
Pinellas-Pasco
Circuit
could undertake, and in
Court.
May of ’68, the workers
Other major developbegan striking. They
ments included:
were led by hymnIn 1964, more black
singing, cigar-chomping
patients were being adJoe Savage.
mitted to previously allBetter pay, working
white
Mound
Park
conditions and benefits
hospital. Admission had
were the issues. Eventubecome a matter of physially, more than 200 men
cian-patient choice.
walked out in what
In 1965, 12 Africanwould become a 116-day
American police officers
strike. A young lawyer
sued their employer, the
C. Bette Wimbish
named James Sanderlin
City of St. Petersburg, for
counseled the man and often marched the right to patrol neighborhoods other
with them.
than black ones, and for the right to arThe strike led to unrest, and four rest white citizens. The officers first lost
nights of rioting occurred in August. in federal court, but later won on appeal.
Eventually, the strike was settled and They later became remembered in the
men went back to work, winning a small community as the “Courageous 12.”
wage increase.
In 1967, Davis Elementary school
But the strike came to be viewed as closed, although there had yet to be
a watershed event in St. Petersburg’s more than token integration in Pinellas
freedom movement. It focused wider schools. Despite the 1954 Brown v.
community interest on segregation is- Board of Education ruling, the county
sues and created new avenues of com- had built seven new black schools bemunication. The chamber of commerce tween 1954-1962,
created the biracial Community Alliance
In 1967, the St. Petersburg Times
to address problems that emerged dur- ended publication of the “Negro” news
ing the strike. The alliance initially in- pages, which ended about three
cluded 21 white members and 12 black decades of news segregation.
members.
In 1971, court-ordered busing forNew black leadership began to mally ended segregation of schools.
emerge in the wider community. Frank Pinellas is among the state’s last counW. Peterman Sr. became the first ties to integrate and the first to use busAfrican American in the county to win a ing as a way to achieve it. Some violence
primary election for the state legisla- took place at Dixie Hollins and Boca
ture. Alvin Downing, a widely known Ciega high schools, but integration genmusician who served with the famed erally was accomplished peacefully.

Wharton-Smith
Smith is a general contractor who is soliciting proposals from City of St. Petersburg SBE
and M/WBE subcontractors and suppliers for Project 968-96 NEWRF Plant Improvements FY12;
Project No. 13066-111. This project is scheduled to bid on June 12, 2014 @ 3:00 pm. Please submit
your proposed scope of work to us by 5:00 pm on June 11, 2014 and your firm pricing for
that scope of work to us by 11:00 am on June 12, 2014. Proposals may be e-mailed to
EstimatingTampa@whartonsmith.com or faxed to 813/288-0371 and/or phoned in to 813/288-0068.
Bidding documents are available for review at our Tampa office. You may also request selection
portions of the plans & specs from EstimatingTampa@whartonsmith.com or phone 813/288-0068
at no cost to your firm. If you would like the plans & specs electronically please include your email
address on the line below. You may also obtain a set of plans and spec directly from the City of
St. Petersburg free at http://www.stpete.org/purchase/solbidn.asp. For further information please
contact Tampa Environmental Estimating Team. Please note that when calling please be sure to
tell the Receptionist what division your call is pertaining to in order for your call to be routed
correctly. Please advise Wharton-Smith should your office require special accommodations with
bonding or insurance.

In a quest to glean perspectives from
the community concerning increasing
parental and community engagement, I
invited Irene Olive Cates to share her perspective on this vitally important issue.
Cates wrote: May I start off by breaking down self-sustainability in its individual form.
Definition: Self is the essential qualities distinguishing one person from another.
Sustain: To supply with necessities
or nourishment; to provide for.
Ability: The quality of being able to
do something, essentially the physical,
mental, financial or legal power to accomplish something.
Now let’s analyze the breakdown of
self-sustainability.
The total essential or particular being
of a person to keep in existence the quality of being able to do something physically, mentally, financially or legally for
self.
We as people must be able to sustain
ourselves and our families for we are the
first defense mechanism when it comes
to self-preservation and one cannot preserve self without the proper training.
This training starts mentally (free your
mind and the rest will follow).
We must over stand the love for oneself in order to carry out this complex
task of self-sustainability. By knowing
how to grow and cultivate your own foods
will allow us the ability to be producers
and not just consumers. Self-education is
also a vital component of sustainability;
literacy allows the development of a per-

The arrogance of the Democratic Party continues
From DAVIS, page 1

isolated one and the
Party’s tent is not shrinking but closed.
A cadre of elected democrats
admonished
Hanisee for his behavior.
County
Commissioner
Charlie Justice called for a
“full throated apology” and
city council members Wengay Newton and Amy Foster continue to respond
appropriately.
I am told Hanisee does
not believe his behavior was
inappropriate. This speaks
to a larger fundamental
problem with the party and
Hanisee’s leadership.
I think we have long
passed the point of apology. Hanisee’s arrogance
and insensitivity warrants
a leadership change. I
think it is time for our
elected African-American
officials, State Representa-

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Publisher/General Manager
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tive
Darryl
Rouson,
County
Commissioner
Ken Welch and School
Board Member Renee
Flowers to initiate actions
for Hanisee’s removal.
Some ask whether or not
their position in the party
is sufficient to allow them
to invoke the necessary
procedures. One must not
forget they are also elected
and have constituent responsibilities.
The insensitivity and
arrogance of the county organization is exacerbated
by the silence at both the
state and national levels. I
submit it is not wise to continue to take the AfricanAmerican vote for granted.
The recent assault on affirmative action by the highest court in the land, the
recorded ranting of basketball owner Sterling and the

The Weekly Challenger
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son’s mind set and with education comes
power.
The power to change one’s own circumstances (For you can strip me of
everything, yet my mind is mine to
keep!)
When the parents and/or caring adult
realize that self-sustainability is the roots
to our tree of life, then the gap between
parent and child engagement will significantly diminish. Equipping the parents
with the knowledge of survival in totality
will essentially increase parental engagement and ultimately result in a cohesive
love-bond between child and parent.
—Irene Olive Cates
Reminder: Parents and caring
adults: All power comes from and to each
of us from the Lord. When parents are
engaged, the child will and must succeed.
Without the Lord, nothing is possible!
To contribute to this weekly column,
please contact Pastor Rainey
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor. He also serves as president
of the Parent Support For Education
Council, Inc., and chairman of JWB South
County Community Council. He may be
contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net or
(727) 420-1326.
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m.,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (Resource Center), to the far right and adjacent to the Church. The community is
welcome.

Irene Johnson-Pridgen

Advertising Dept. 727-642-3499
ipridgen@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger
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utterance of racial slurs toward President Obama by
a police official all suggest
the party at all levels
(county, state, national)
need to abandon its tendency to assume African
Americans are happy with
the current state of affairs
and will vote in sufficient
numbers to make a difference.
While many may not
vote for Republican candidates, many are starting to
question the wisdom of
voting at all. Perhaps Ms.
Scruggs is right—the tent
has closed in Pinellas
specifically, and party wide
given the complacency at
the State and National levels regarding Hanisee’s behavior. If not addressed,
this issue will surely find
its way to the upcoming
campaign trail.

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bethel celebrates 21 years with Pastor Sykes
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Bethel Community Baptist
Church, 2901 54th Ave. S.,
celebrated Reverend Dr.
Manuel Sykes’ 21st anniversary as shepherd
leader last Sun., May 25.
Sunday’s service culminated a month long celebration of services that began
immediately after the anniversary banquet May 2.
Rev. Torin Dailey, pastor of First Baptist Church
of Oakland in Tallahassee
delivered the anniversary
service message that was
anchored in the book of Isaiah, Chapter 53:13-15. Prior
to the message, the praise
dance ministry gave a spiritually stirring performance
followed by two selections
by the Bethel Men’s Choir.
Minister Brent Brown
honored Deacon James
Myles and Flo Young with
an award for their dedication for assistance and service to Faith and Strengthen
Together (FAST). In particularly, Young has been volunteering with FAST for
over 10 years. The Bethel
congregation has had the
biggest presence at recent
FAST rallies.
As the Bethel Community Baptist Church successfully ends yet another
milestone in service to God
and community, the future
appears even brighter as its
vibrant youth position
themselves to come into
their own as future leaders.

Pink Bow Tie Gala
Cancer Awareness
Fundraiser

ST. PETERSBURG —
Advantage Village Academy (AVA) along with
The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
(SCLC) is proud to present their 4th Annual Pink
Bow-Tie Cancer Awareness Gala to be held on
Sat., May 31 at the Museum of History, 335 2nd
Ave. N.E., St. Petersburg.
The proceeds of the
event will be donated to
St. Anthony’s Hospital
Cancer Unit and Advantage Village Academy
Health Initiatives.
The Pink Bow Tie
event is Advantage Village
Academy’s grass roots effort to bring cancer awareness to the community in
which we serve. AVA is a
registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to making a positive
difference in the community by supporting and
providing wellness and
cancer programs that educate, empower and restore.
The gala provides a
unique opportunity to educate the community on
healthy lifestyle choices
and is the organization’s

largest fundraising event.
Cancer touches so many
people in our lives and
community and the gala is
a great way to help raise
money to fight this life
threatening disease.
We are seeking sponsors and donors for this
exciting event. Over the
last three years, we have
raised funding for cancer
programs by partnering
with our local community
and business leaders.
Being a sponsor of this
event will enhance your
company or organization
social responsibility as
well as being a supporter
of cancer awareness.
Please consider becoming a sponsor of the
2014 Pink Bow-Tie Gala
or purchasing tickets in
the amount of $ 25 for this
important event.
For
more information, logon
to www.advantagevillageacademy.com.
Please feel free to contact
Pink
Bow-Tie
Chairman
Toriano
Parker at (727) 321-7919
or
email
him
at
Tparker512@aol.com.
You can also call Quanette
Feazell at (727) 639-0610.
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The nursing program is alive and well at pTEC
From pTEC , page 1

which is just an introduction
to health care and the different type of heath fields they
can get into,” explained St.
Pete native Janie Johnson,
who has been teaching at
pTEC for 22 years. “Then
they go into CNA, which is
Certified Nursing Assistant.
They can move to C1,
which is your first aid, then
C2, which is pharmacology
and all of the diseases and
disorders
of
each
system and C3 is your mental health.”
Practical Nursing is offered at both Clearwater
and St. Pete pTEC locations
and the course gives teens
and adults who are interested in the medical field
the opportunity to gain valuable hands-on experience.
“They’re doing dressing
changes, they’re being
taught suctioning through a
trach [tracheostomy tube],
how to pass medication,
whichever route, except I.V.
They’re also taught enemas
and catheterization,” said
Johnson, who graduated
from USF with a Master’s
Degree in Science and a
concentration in Community Health Nursing.
Though those exercises
are realistic simulations,

students have the chance to
work on real patients when
they go out into the field to
hospitals and various
local nursing homes.
“They’re doing clinicals
from 7:30 in the morning
to 2:30 in the afternoon and
they may be out there for
two weeks to a month,
sometimes three months,
according to what area they
are into in their nursing
practice,” Johnson said.
As the president of the
St. Pete chapter of the Black
Nurses Association, Johnson also leads students out
into the community to take
part in health fairs, where
they can assist with tasks
such as taking blood pressure and giving clients information regarding health.
The entire program is
1350 hours and once students successfully complete
these hours then they can
sit for the Board of Nursing,
Johnson said. They must
pass the Florida Board of
Nursing exam to become a
licensed practical nurse.
If they need assistance
in placement, students can
rely on pTEC to help in that
department.
“Many times they find
their own jobs,” Johnson

said. “But we are instrumental in giving them recommendations, letters and
things of that nature.:
In this electronic age,
many courses are offered
as online options these
days, and pTEC is no exception. But even students who
choose to take the course
online get first-hand training and experience.
“They come in two
nights a week and go out on
weekends and do 10 hour
days, Saturday and Sunday,” Johnson explained.
“But they get some clinical
time, hands-on simulation
in the classroom as well.”
For some, it may be a
chance at a second career
or simply another direction
in life. Johnson attests that
students are of all ages, experience and education.
“Oh my gosh, I’ve
taught people from 17 years
old to 63,” she said. “And
the 63 year old had a master’s degree.”
Whatever the background of their students,
for instructors like Johnson it is hugely satisfying
to see them ultimately become a part of this noble
profession.
“What I like most about

teaching is giving back to
the community,” she said.
“Teaching people to take
care of others and to have
that compassion and caring
for others. That’s what I
like. To take a person who
has never done this before,
and the next time you see
them they have completed
school and gone on to become an LPN and they’re
doing extraordinary work
in their field.”
If nursing is a career
path you choose to take,
please visit myptec.org or
call 727-893-2500. Financial
aid is available. See ad
below.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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AKA AKAdemy celebrated 20 years of helping the youth
From AKA , page 1

in the 1980s.
After receiving funding
through the JWB, mother
and daughter luncheons
were thrown and quaint
showcases were put on over
the years highlighting step
and fashion shows much like
today.
Now the program has
blossomed with over 150
girls participating in the
Gems and Exquisite Gems
programs. In the 1990s, boys
joined the program after a
parent approached the sorority wondering if they could
continue their great work
with both genders.
“And then the Pathfinders were born,” explained
Moultrie with a chuckle who
spoke of soliciting help from
the Omega Psi Phi fraternity
and starting collaborative activities between the girls and
the boys, “and life was never
the same.”
This year’s graduating
class consisted of 23 young
men and women, some having signed up for the program in their middle school
years, others joining at various ages. Each now arguably
a better person for having the
positive influences the
AKAdemy brings to their
lives.
After a dance off between
the Exquisite Gem steppers
and those in the Pathfinder
program, in which it was rumored to have, “gotten
fierce,” with secret set rehearsals and personal challenges;
awards
were
presented to selected young
men and women in their respective programs. Many
earned scholarships for their
leadership skills exemplify-

ing the five Cs the AKAdemy
work to instill in its members: competence, connections, character, confidence
and contributions to society.
Kristopher Passley and
Monique Griffin earned various awards and scholarship
monies. Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch
recognized their achievements and good character
with a $500 scholarship each
in the name of his late father
David Welch to further their
education. Griffin also was
presented with the spirit
award and Passley was honored with Pathfinder of the
year.
Other notable stars were
Hydeia Thomas who walked
away with the Angel Award
for her quiet spirit, Kayla
Crawford with the Blossom
Award, and Jaquira Darlings
who earned the Character
Award for her wonderful demeanor and spirit.
President of Eta Rho
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, James Jackson, Jr.
spearheads the Pathfinder
program that provides guidance to African-American
boys, and awarded Citizen of
the Year to Zion Blockson,
Most Improved Pathfinder to
Alias Middleton, and the
Leadership Award to Kevon
Neal-Parker.
Eight Merit scholarships
of $500 were awarded to top
applicants in an essay competition and the Madame Vivian Rouson Scholarship, in
honor of longtime Pinellas
County educator and one of
the first black educators to
teach in the newly integrated
Pinellas County system back
in the mid 60s, was also

awarded.
A five-dollar donation
was accepted for the
AKAdemy Showcase &
Awards program, as well as
the after party, leading to
$1,390 in contributions. Each
student recipient received
$150 for their achievements.
“One thing I love about
this event is that it shows that
all women are absolutely
lovely,” beamed Flowers who
gushed with the stories of
transformations both the
young ladies and the gentlemen have gone through to
get to where they are today.
“It accentuates everything.”
For 20 years the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority has
motivated young ladies in the
AKA AKAdemy program to
stay academically focused,
hold positive relationships
with peers and adults, and
has provided safe and exciting exposure to new experiences. And with the Omega
Psi Phi Fraternity joining
them and providing elite programs to African-American
youths throughout the St. Petersburg community, there is
little participants can’t overcome.
The Gem and Pathfinder
programs are currently accepting enrollment applications. Although they fill
quickly, neither organization
likes to turn anyone away, so
hurry and sign up. The deadline is fast approaching.
Check out the zuochapter.org
(Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
website), or etarhoques.com
(Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
website). Applications for
both programs can be found
on either website.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating Longevity with 80 years
of life

Photos by Sarah Ward
and Marcae Bryant

BY ADA WARD-TIMMONS

ST. PETERSBURG –
Thurs., May 1, marked the
80th birthday of James
Ward Sr., and his family
commemorated this milestone with a celebration
at Sylvia’s Restaurant in
the historic Manhattan
Casino’s atrium Fri., May 2.
Attendees at this momentous event spanned
four generations. Many
gave tribute to his life by
expressing verbally and in
a commemorative photo
journal some of the invaluable ways their lives have
been affected by his legacy.
Originally from Burke
County, Ga., Ward migrated to St. Petersburg as
a young man with a wife
and infant child. He immediately put his drive and
tenacity as a hard-working
farmer from Georgia into
action to support his young
family by learning many
trades through on-the-job
training he received in various vocations as well as
some self-taught skills including laying cement, concrete construction, lawn
care, welding, and auto repair.
Soon Ward’s entrepreneurial spirit took over and
put all the skills and training to use in formulating
several personal businesses in the St. Petersburg community, including
owning a full service BP
Service Station with an auto
repair garage, a lawn care
service and landscaping
business and a construction company known then
as Ward & Sons. Now it is
operated by several of his
sons, of which one is a general contractor, and is now
called Ward Construction.
Another of his sons extended the training he received from his father by
enrolling in Pinellas Technical Education Center in
St. Petersburg and becoming a certified diesel mechanic, which eventually
led to the development of a
local mechanic service that
is a viable part of south St.
Petersburg called Ward’s
Auto & Truck Repair.
Ward instilled in all of
his children a strong work
ethic that sustains them
and their families through
noble professions such as
teaching and nursing. Despite many trials and tribulations, he instilled strong
Christian values in his chil-

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

My own home: Renting versus owning

dren and stepchildren.
They all attend church with
faithful service to God and
have raised their children
to honor and love Him.
Three of his sons are
minsters of the gospel: One
has pastored at Mt. Moriah
Missionary Baptist Church
for 26 years, another serves
as an associate minister
there and the other resides
and serves in South Carolina. Ward served as a
deacon at Macedonia
Freewill Baptist Church for
many years before joining
First Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, where he
has served as a deacon for
over 20 years where Rev.
Wallace Elliott is pastor.
James Ward Sr. and his
wife, Lucie, continue to provide faithful service as members of the congregation.
TRIBUTES
Lessons of the father
As I think about the great
lessons fathers teach sons, I
must say the greatest lesson
you have taught me as a son
is the importance of hard
work that a man must be
willing to do in order to take
care of and provide for his
family. Also, your love as a father for your children has always been a great love.
Thanks for being a great dad.
— Rev. Robert Ward
Traits that make my
dad great
Disciplinarian
Let me learn through my
mistakes
Remains open minded
Taught me to appreciate
life

Understood I would not
be just like you
You were there when I
needed you
You gave me a great role
model
You always challenged
me to be my best
My prayer is that you are
horrendously blessed today
and many years to come. I
love you with all my heart.
Happy Birthday, Dad. —
David Ward
What makes a father?
We could not have asked
for a more supportive and
loyal replacement father.
You have been so special
and dear to us. My mother
could not have married a
better person. You stepped
right up to the plate by calling me your daughter and
my brothers your sons. That
meant so much to us. You
are a very important and
special part of my life. —
Brenda Miller
Success of a family
I would like to thank
you, grandfather, for being
an inspiration to us all. I
am sure that when you left
your humble beginnings in
Georgia that you did not see
the successful life that lay before you in St. Petersburg.
You have shown not only
your children, but your
grandchildren that hard
work is the key.
The last name Ward
means something in south
St. Petersburg, which means
you were instrumental in
our family’s success. Congratulations on your 80th
birthday! — Megay Ward

National Homeownership Month is
celebrated in June, so as part of our celebration at Neighborhood Home Solutions
(NHS), we will be discussing homeownership in today’s column and subsequent
columns that will appear throughout June.
One of the issues we want to address
is whether homeownership is right for
you, a question each of you will need to answer for yourself because everyone’s situation is different. But we also want to look
at the issue in light of the economic challenges the country has faced since 2008.
While an economic recovery is taking
place, it’s been a slow recovery. Many lives
were turned upside down, and obviously
not everyone has recovered.
Because of this new reality, some have
raised the question of whether a goal of
homeownership is even desirable. Is the
American Dream of homeownership no
longer a worthwhile goal? As you plan
your future, as you look at your family,
your children or grandchildren, is homeownership still part of your dreams? If so,
is it a dream you can realize?
As a nonprofit organization that has
helped thousands of individuals and families become first-time homeowners since
1997, including people who thought the
dream of homeownership might be beyond their reach until they went through
our programs, NHS remains committed to
providing the knowledge, guidance and
support to help you become first-time
homeowners.
Our program is designed to give you
information on the home buying process
to allow you to make informed decisions.
Today we’ll start by comparing renting
versus owning a home.
There are advantages and disadvantages of renting and owning a home.
Benefits of renting:
• Property maintenance is the responsibility of the landlord.
• You are only under a rental contract
for 1 year or less.
• You do not have other costs associated with owning a home, such as property taxes or homeowner’s insurance.
Renter’s insurance, while not required,
can be obtained from the same companies
as homeowner’s insurance. This type of insurance protects your belongings if there
is a fire or theft in the apartment or home
you are renting. Renter’s insurance is generally cheaper than homeowner’s insurance.
Disadvantages of renting:
• You are not the owner of your home.
• Your rent might increase.
• You might not be able to renew your
rental contract and then will have to find a
new place to live.

Benefits of owning a home:
• You can build equity. Equity refers to
the value of the home minus the debt you
owe on it.
• One of the benefits of equity is that
you can borrow against it for many purposes, usually at a relatively low interest
rate. For example, you can pay for children’s or other family members’ education
• Homes generally increase in value
over time, so a home can be a good way to
invest your money. After the Great Recession, some have challenged this premise.
For the vast majority of Americans, however, homeownership remains the largest
investment they will make. And, home values are recovering.
• Once your mortgage is paid in full,
the home is yours. A mortgage is a loan to
purchase a home. We’ll write about mortgages in a future column in the month of
June.
• Home ownership may reduce the
amount of income tax you owe.
• You can pass your home on to family
members.
Costs of owning a home:
• When you own a home, property
maintenance and upkeep are your responsibility.
• Homeowner’s insurance.
• Real estate taxes.
• Homeowner’s association fees, in
some cases.
When you own a home, it is not as easy
to move as it is when you rent. You will typically have to sell or rent your home before
you can afford to buy or rent another one.
It is also important to understand you
can lose your home, and your investment
in it, if you do not make timely mortgage
payments.
As we conclude today’s column, we
want you to know that at Neighborhood
Home Solutions the American Dream of
homeownership is very much alive.
We also want you to know that we are
interested in hearing from you about your
experiences of renting and/or your experiences of owning a home. Please share
your stories by reaching out to us at
info@nhsfl.org. We look forward to hearing from you.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD-approved
nonprofit housing counseling organization.
All services are provided free of charge.
Partners include the U. S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD),
HomeFree USA, Florida Housing Finance
Corporation, Florida Hardest-Hit Fund,
Pinellas County Community Development,
and the City of St. Petersburg. A source for
this article was the FDIC’s Money Smart
program.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Alumni Singers names 2014
Robert “Bobby” Anders Music
Scholarship winner
ST. PETERSBURG —
Malik Haywood, an outstanding Lakewood High School
senior, was the recipient of
the 2014 Robert “Bobby” Anders Music Scholarship at
the Alumni Singers’ spring
concert at Lakewood United
Methodist Church May 18.
Named in honor of the
Alumni Singers’ late director,
Robert Anders, the scholarship is awarded annually to a
high school senior or a current college student majoring
in music. Since its inception
in 1980, the scholarship program has awarded two scholarships, amounting to $1,000.
“Malik is an extraordinary young man,” said
Yvonne Clayton as she presented the scholarship. “He
displays a high degree of integrity, responsibility and ambition.”
In addition to Malik’s
great scholastic accomplishments, he has proven leadership ability as a holder of a
Doorway Scholarship, as a
member not only of the Spartan’s jazz and marching
bands, but also of the

wrestling, track and football
teams. The Alumni Singers
took great pride in honoring
this remarkable sharp and
talented young man.
Malik, who plans to attend North Carolina A & T
University in Greensboro,
N.C., performed a snare
drum solo during the scholarship presentation.

Robert Anders became the
Alumni Singers’ director in
1980 and served until his
death in 2010. His passion
for excellence in music guided
the singers from its beginning
as a choral group celebrating
Gibbs High School’s 50th anniversary to its “from Bach to
gospel” performances throughout Florida and the Southeast.

Class of 2014: Rhianna Patricia Alejo
ST. PETERSBURG —
The proud parents and
grandparents of Rhianna Patricia Alejo would like to congratulate her on graduating
from Lakewood High School.
Rhianna is a member of
the National Society of High
School Scholars and was a
member of the Student Government Association. She excelled in academics where
she was a member of Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID).
In the fall, Rhianna will be
attending St. Petersburg College majoring in business
management.
Congratulations on your
success! We love you.
Lamar Sr. & Annette
Gilliard Morris and Tonya
Robinson

The legacy of Maya Angelou
From ANGELOU, page 1

1960s, she broke through
as an author in 1970 with
“I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings,” which became standard (and occasionally
censored)
reading, and was the first
of a multipart autobiography
that
continued
through the decades. In
1993, she was a sensation
reading her cautiously
hopeful “On the Pulse of
the Morning” at former
President Bill Clinton’s
first inauguration. Her
confident performance
openly delighted Clinton
and made the poem a best
seller, if not a critical favorite. For former President George W. Bush, she
read
another
poem,
“Amazing Peace,” at the
2005 Christmas tree lighting ceremony at the
White House.
She remained close
enough to the Clintons
that in 2008 she supported
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
candidacy over the ultimately successful run of
the country’s first black
president, Barack Obama.
But a few days before
Obama’s inauguration,
she was clearly overjoyed.
She told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette she would
be watching it on television “somewhere between
crying and praying and
being grateful and laughing when I see faces I
know.”
She was a mentor to
Oprah Winfrey, whom she
befriended when Winfrey
was still a local television
reporter, and often appeared on her friend’s talk
show program. She mastered several languages
and published not just poetry, but advice books,
cookbooks and children’s
stories. She wrote music,
plays and screenplays, received an Emmy nomination for her acting in
“Roots,” and never lost
her passion for dance, the
art she considered closest
to poetry.
“The line of the
dancer: If you watch
(Mikhail) Baryshnikov
and you see that line,
that’s what the poet tries
for. The poet tries for the
line, the balance,” she told
The Associated Press in
2008, shortly before her
birthday.
Her very name as an
adult was a reinvention.
Angelou was born Marguerite Johnson in St.
Louis and raised in
Stamps, Ark., and San
Francisco, moving back
and forth between her
parents and her grandmother. She was smart
and fresh to the point of
danger, packed off by her
family to California after
sassing a white store clerk
in Arkansas. Other times,
she didn’t speak at all: At
age 7, she was raped by
her mother’s boyfriend
and didn’t speak for years.
She learned by reading,
and listening.
“I loved the poetry that
was sung in the black
church: `Go down Moses,
way down in Egypt’s
land,’” she told the AP. “It
just seemed to me the
most wonderful way of
talking. And `Deep River.’
Ooh! Even now it can
catch me. And then I
started reading, really
reading, at about 7 1/2,
because a woman in my
town took me to the library, a black school library. ... And I read every
book, even if I didn’t understand it.”
At age 9, she was writing poetry. By 17, she was

a single mother. In her
early 20s, she danced at a
strip joint, ran a brothel,
was married (to Enistasious Tosh Angelos, her
first of three husbands)
and then divorced. By her
mid-20s, she was performing at the Purple Onion in
San Francisco, where she
shared billing with another future star, Phyllis
Diller. She spent a few
days with Billie Holiday,
who was kind enough to
sing a lullaby to Angelou’s
son Guy, surly enough to
heckle her off the stage
and astute enough to tell
her: “You’re going to be famous. But it won’t be for
singing.”
After renaming herself
Maya Angelou for the
stage (“Maya” was a childhood nickname), she
toured in “Porgy and
Bess” and Jean Genet’s
“The Blacks” and danced
with Alvin Ailey. She
worked as a coordinator
for the Southern Christian
Leadership Council, and
lived for years in Egypt
and Ghana, where she
met Malcolm X and remained close to him until
his assassination, in 1965.
Three years later, she was
helping King organize the
Poor People’s March in
Memphis, Tenn., where
the civil rights leader was
slain on Angelou’s 40th
birthday.
“Every year, on that
day, Coretta and I would
send each other flowers,”
Angelou said of King’s
widow, Coretta Scott King,
who died in 2006.
Angelou was little
known outside the theatrical community until “I
Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings,” which might
not have happened if
James Baldwin hadn’t persuaded Angelou, still
grieving over King’s
death, to attend a party at
Jules Feiffer’s house. Feiffer was so taken by Angelou that he mentioned
her to Random House editor Bob Loomis, who persuaded her to write a
book.
Angelou’s
musical
style was clear in a passage about boxing great
Joe Louis’s defeat against
German fighter Max
Schmeling:
“My race groaned. It
was our people falling. It
was another lynching, yet
another Black man hanging on a tree. One more
woman ambushed and
raped. A Black boy
whipped and maimed. It
was hounds on the trail of
a man running through
slimy swamps. ... If Joe
lost we were back in slavery and beyond help.”
Angelou’s memoir was
occasionally attacked, for
seemingly opposite reasons. In a 1999 essay in
Harper’s, author Francine
Prose criticized “Caged
Bird” as “manipulative”
melodrama. Meanwhile,
Angelou’s passages about
her rape and teen pregnancy have made it a
perennial on the American Library Association’s
list of works that draw
complaints from parents
and educators.
“`I thought that it was
a mild book. There’s no
profanity,” Angelou told
the AP. “It speaks about
surviving, and it really
doesn’t make ogres of
many people. I was
shocked to find there
were people who really
wanted it banned, and I
still believe people who
are against the book have
never read the book.”

Angelou appeared on
several TV programs, notably the groundbreaking
1977 miniseries “Roots.”
She was nominated for a
Tony Award in 1973 for
her appearance in the play
“Look Away.” She directed
the film “Down in the
Delta,” about a drugwrecked woman who returns to the home of her
ancestors in the Mississippi Delta. She won three
Grammys for her spokenword albums and in 2013
received an honorary National Book Award for her
contributions to the literary community.
Back in the 1960s,
Malcolm X had written to
Angelou and praised her
for her ability to communicate so directly, with her
“feet firmly rooted on the
ground. In 2002, Angelou
used this gift in an unexpected way when she
launched a line of greeting cards with industry
giant Hallmark. Angelou
admitted she was cool to
the idea at first. Then she
went to Loomis, her editor
at Random House.
“I said, `I’m thinking
about doing something
with Hallmark,’” she recalled. “And he said,
`You’re the people’s poet.
You don’t want to trivialize
yourself.’ So I said `OK’
and I hung up. And then I
thought about it. And I
thought, if I’m the people’s poet, then I ought to
be in the people’s hands and I hope in their hearts.
So I thought, `Hmm, I’ll do
it.’”
In North Carolina, she
lived in an 18-room house
and taught American
Studies at Wake Forest
University. She was also a
member of the Board of
Trustees for Bennett College, a private school for
black women in Greensboro,
N.C.
Angelou
hosted a weekly satellite
radio show for XM’s
“Oprah & Friends” channel. She also owned and
renovated a townhouse in
Harlem, the inside decorated in spectacular primary colors.
Active on the lecture
circuit, she gave commencement speeches and
addressed academic and
corporate events across
the country. Angelou received dozens of honorary
degrees, and several elementary schools were
named for her. As she approached her 80th birthday, she decided to study
at the Missouri-based
Unity Church, which advocates healing through
prayer.
“I was in Miami and
my son (Guy Johnson, her
only child) was having his
10th operation on his
spine. I felt really done in
by the work I was doing,
people who had expected
things of me,” said Angelou, who then recalled a
Unity church service she
attended in Miami.
“The preacher came
out - a young black man,
mostly a white church and he came out and said,
`I have only one question
to ask, and that is, “Why
have you decided to limit
God?’” And I thought,
`That’s exactly what I’ve
been doing.’ So then he
asked me to speak, and I
got up and said, `Thank
you, thank you, thank you,
thank you, thank you,
thank you.’ And I said it
about 50 times, until the
audience began saying it
with me, `Thank you,
THANK YOU!’”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Employment for
developmentally
disabled adults
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Louise Graham Regeneration Center is lending a helping hand to
the community and the environment in a variety of
ways.
Founded in 1949, the
private, non-profit center
provides daily vocational
and job skills training,
work experience, employment and independent
skills for developmentally
disabled adults.
Louise Graham was a
volunteer at All Children’s
Hospital in St. Pete where
she met a developmentally
disabled man who had
been abandoned by his
family. Graham felt the
best way to help him and
others like him was to
teach him self-sufficiency.
With
this
credo
she continued to donate
her time and resources
with the Florence Nightingale Circle, as her organization came to be known,
in aiding disabled adults
learn precious skills.
When Graham passed
away in the 1980s, her
friends renamed the organization in her honor. R’
Club Child Care, Inc. of St.
Pete took over management of the center in 2006.
“We have significantly
improved the program,
the facility and reputation,” stated Executive Director Art O’Hara.
Developmentally disabled adults take part in
job training and employment in packaging, shredding and recycling for the
center. Secure Shred, one
of the organization’s programs, handles the shredding of documents for
financial
institutions,
healthcare providers, legal
firms and defense contractors, among others. The
paper, after being shredded and compressed, is
sold to paper mills for recycling into paper products.
O’Hara estimated that

about 98 percent all of the
work is done by the disabled program participants.
“People who learn to
drive forklifts, we get them
trained and they get a certificate from Pinellas Technical Education Center. So
they’re capable of driving
a forklift or Bobcat for a
private industry,” O’Hara
said.
The center can even
lend a hand with job placement for program participants.
“We would assist them
in that process,” Lazarus
said. “If they’re working in
recycling, they can work in
another recycling plant.”
Located in the Midtown redevelopment area
of south St. Petersburg,
the center also teaches
basic life skills to program
participants such as how
to make a bed, how to dust
and how to cook.
“Lot of folks live in
group homes, so it helps
them to know how to fold
clothes,” O’Hara said.
Lazarus added: “We
have people who live with
family, people who live in
group homes and we have
people that live in adult living facilities. So we’re
teaching them skills to be
as independent as they
possibly can. We do have a
couple people to either live
by themselves or with a
live-in caregiver.”
There is even a mock
apartment complete with
bed, dressers and ironing
board to help program
participants develop important day-to-day life
skills.
“The majority of consumers [program participants] are funded through
a
Medicaid
waiver,”
Lazarus said. “We do have
some private pay people
and we do have some people who are paid for by the
State of Florida.”
She added that sometimes parents simply call
the center and ask for a
tour for their child living
with a disability. If they are
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admitted to the program,
there is no time frame.
“They can stay here
forever,”
she
stated.
“We’re going to assess
what their needs are. They
come in with what’s call a
support plan, which has
their goals spelled out.”
Manager Al Soto
added: “The folks that
work in the warehouse are
a little bit higher functioning. They also have goals.
What they learn there is
how to work with each
other, how to follow directions, how to stay safe.
These are all transferable
skills for when the time
comes when they want to
work in the community,
they’ll have those skills.”
To assist in developing
life skills, the center also
schedules field trips for
the program participants
to such varied places as
the local library and the
Gulfport fresh market.
“You might have someone who wants to learn
how to spend money,”
Lazarus stated. “So we go
to the fresh market and
they decide that they want

to buy a soda. We assist
them in giving the money
to a clerk and getting the
change. And then we
might come back here and
work on that same task
with fake money.”
Other
scheduled
events are parties and holiday celebrations, where
program
participants
make decorate the center
and even go out into the
community to sing Christmas carols.
“At Christmas time we
do a big production and
have a gigantic party,”
Lazarus said. “Our theme
last year was Candyland,
the game. We decorated
the entire place with recycled materials.”
O’Hara joked: “We’re
trying to get a bead on
making piñatas for Cinco
de Mayo next year. We
have plenty of paper!”
If you have a loved one
in need of these services,
please call (727) 327-9444
for more information or visit
www.louisegraham.org.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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HELP WANTED
Administrative Assistant
MYcroSchool Pinellas Charter High School has an opening for
an experienced Administrative Assistant. Must be independent
self-starter with a minimum of 3 years administrative experience
and interested in working with at-promise students. Candidate shall
have intermediate/advanced working knowledge in Microsoft Office
Suite. $30,046.70 with competitive benefit package. 210 days/year
with 10 weeks vacation. Email you resume to edujobs@siatech.org.
www.mycroschool.org.

Angelia’s Hair Safari/Alterations
727-403-8111
406 11th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Take Advantage Of

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

 


  
    

  

  
 
 


 




25% OFF
Any Hair Weave or Hair
Replacement Service
Through July 1, 2014

Shear Essence Hair Salon
727-328-7189

FREE TRIM
WITH ANY SERVICE
(Offer expires June 20, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Willie Witchard, gone fishin’
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Willie D. Witchard, Jr. has
spent the better part of the
last 26 years working for
Pinellas County in various
positions at the Pinellas
County Utilities, Water and
Sewer Department. And
after a lifetime of service,
he’s finally able to allocate
his remaining years to relaxing and spending time with
family.
Not satisfied with the
sendoff Willie received
from the county, family
members decided to throw
their own bash complete
with songs, speeches, good
food and gifts.
“You have worked very
hard to earn this day,” said
his wife Vera in a letter she
wrote. Willie’s sister retired
Senior Master Sergeant
Veronica Spears was mistress of ceremonies and had
the honor of reading it aloud
to gathered coworkers,
friends and family members
as husband and wife gazed
lovingly into each other’s
eyes. “Now it’s time to kick
off your shoes, lay back and
relax,” she said in her letter.
Like most, Willie’s work
sometimes wasn’t the easiest to stick with. There were
times he had to overcome
negative attitudes from
coworkers and tense moments on the job. With over
26 years invested with the
city, Willie learned to take it
all in stride. A diligent
worker, he tirelessly did
what he had to do in order
to put food on the table for

Denise Johnson –
Happy retirement. I’m
a little jealous, but my
day will come soon.
his wife and children.
Elder Eugene Huff of
The Upper Room Church of
God in Christ gave the
opening prayer to kick
things off at the retirement
party held Sat., May 24 at
the Magnuson Hotel Marina Cove.
“Sometimes you feel like
giving up, sometimes you
feel like running away,” he
preached. A feeling that
Willie could have chosen to
act on, but he didn’t. “We
have to be right there.
We’ve been assigned to a
post,” said Huff.
So when Willie found
himself fighting to keep his
job just nine months into the
hiring phase, he stood his
ground and hired a lawyer.
The consensus was that
Willie couldn’t handle the
fieldwork, so he was placed
in a position within the
warehouse as a utility maintenance worker, receiving
less pay.
George Smith, Willie’s
co-worker and longtime
friend remembers those

Andrew Boyd — You
have been the coolest
brother-in-law ever.
earlier times. “We always
talked when we would see
each other,” Smith said recounting how they would
meet for breakfast on their
days off and soon became
close friends as the weeks
and months went by.
Told he needed to stay
busy, if you wanted to talk to
Willie on the job, you had
better put on your walking
shoes because as Smith
said, “you were going to
walk with him while he
worked – he was not one to
stop and talk.”
For seven years Willie
did his job never complaining. Soon he was placed in a
different warehouse with a
different boss and Willie
was soon encouraged to fill
out an application for a promotion. He did just that and
was promoted to property
and storage clerk in 1995,
where he worked another
18 years. Just this past year
Willie was promoted again.
He interviewed for various other jobs throughout
the years, but according to
Smith, management went



 

        
  

          
 
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  




      
        
    
   




    




         
   
   

Thelma Ferguson —
Congratulations Willie!
It is my pleasure to help
you celebrate such a
milestone.
around Willie, always hiring
someone else. But Willie
did not complain. He continued to work hard to provide
a good life for his family
nonetheless and built
strong family ties.
“Willie went through a
lot on his job,” confided
Smith who elaborated on
Willie’s woes and how he
dealt with them. “Not being
promoted, the lowest paid
person in the warehouse,
doing most of the work in
the warehouse, but Willie
went home after work to
take care of his family, pay
the bills and make sure they
had food to eat and a roof
over their heads.”
And it was that family
who collaborated on the retirement shindig, which
consisted of delicious eats
such as fried chicken and
fish, macaroni and cheese,
corn bread and an assortment of sides. The entertainment was popping with
sister
Shameika
Huff
singing a melodious solo
and Edified Praise members
Devaugh & Jackie bringing
down the house with their

Shirley Hill – I would like
to wish you the best of
luck through life, and I
wish God will be with
you through the rest of
your days. Enjoy your
retirement.
mime routine.
When it was time for
Willie to speak, he didn’t
spend his time discussing
the ups and downs of his
job. Instead he chose to
honor the women in his life
that have remained constant
and an inspiration to him.
The first on his list to receive a bouquet of roses was
his wife of 37 years, Vera,
who stood by him through
the good times and the bad.
“You’re in my heart and my
mind,” Willie said to her before facing his audience and
admitting there is no other
woman for him. “If I go before her it’s alright, but if
she goes before me, I do
know there will not be another woman.”
Willie also honored his
mother. With 13 children to
feed, clothe and take care
of, Mama Witchard had her
hands filled. But Willie remembers his childhood
times with her fondly and
credits her strength to making him the family man he is
today.

Linda Wells Brown –
Congratulations. It has
been a long ride for
you. Thank God you
made it and thank God
He kept you safe. We
are glad to have you in
the retirement life.
“I know she had to set
the table many days when
we didn’t have food to eat.
We had bread and water,”
he revealed. “Look, when I
tell you, I know where we
come from.”
And to his sisters he also
presented flowers recognizing their personal strengths
and commitment to family.
He also spoke fondly of his
daughter who wasn’t able to
get time away from her military job in order to attend,
but who was instrumental in
the planning of his party.
He also honored his sister-in-law, Loretta, for stepping up and providing
support and love during his
wife’s sickness some seven
years ago. “I’ll never forget,
I can trust her,” he said acknowledging he listens
when she approaches him
with vwhat needs to be done
in life. “This woman here is
just a jewel.”
But dressed all out in a
tux, Willie D. Witchard, Jr.
loved it all and finally getting
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Bishop Jimmie Waters &
Evelyn Waters – This is
something that you
worked hard for and we
pray that God will give
you a long life. Thank
God for what He has
done for you.

Louise Johnson – God
bless you and the best
is yet to come.

Elder Samuel & Vivian
Kicklighter – God bless
you young man. I know
it’s been hard and long.
You are faithful and you
stayed to the end.

Cequita Smith & Elder
Terrence Smith –
Congratulations. My
wife and I are happy for
you. We love you and
always will. Hope you
will have many more
happy days after your
retirement.

his chance to revel in the respect and admiration he
worked his whole life to
achieve. Laughter, smiles
and at times a trickle of a
tear could be glimpsed as
he was crowned with his
new hat – literally.
Decked out in fishing
lures and various other accessories, Willie donned the
hat regardless of it clashing
with his formal attire, and

smiled ready to embark on
the new phase of his life.
But as the afternoon
came to a close, Willie’s sister Veronica unveiled yet another road Willie may
choose to travel upon. A
metal trashcan filled to the
hilt with tools for work
around the house. Perhaps
Willie will need a retirement
from his retirement pretty
soon.

Pastor Eugene & Elnora
Huff – I love you brother.
I’m glad that you
retired and finally
joined the ranks.
Have a good time and
God be with you.

John & Cozett Floyd –
Many blessings on your
retirement. May you
see many days of rest.
We love you and are
glad to be here at your
celebration.

Juanita & George Smith
– We wish you the best,
and we are very glad
and thankful to be at
your retirement.

Kat Dixon Congratulations Willie. I
am a bit jealous, but I
will be there in about
two years.

Joyce Adams –
God bless you my
brother. It has been a
pleasure knowing you
these years. I pray that
God will continue to
bless you in all you do.

Rochelle Oliver –
Congratulation for
getting through this
phase of your life, and
I’m sure you are
looking forward to the
next phase.

Calvin Witchard —
Good luck in all of your
endeavors and happy
retirement.

Audrey McBride –
Congratulations. Enjoy
your retirement
because I am.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 







Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










  
  



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

 






 
     
  
  

 









BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


 

Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670





  
 
  



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, its pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St. Mark
is grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central theme, a
belief that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for May
May 30 - Business Meeting at 7
p.m.
Coming in June
June 8 - Pastor Brown’s 19th Anniversary Celebration during 10:45
am Service. Theme: “Leader Who

GOD AND THE MEMBERS OF THE

Does Not Grow Weary in Well
Doing” (Galatians 6:9)
June 7 - State Youth Convention
Concert St. John Progressive Missionary Baptist Church 7 p.m.
June 9-13 - District Congress
June 15 - Father’s Day
June 23 - Final PIZZA Ministry
of 2014
June 23-28 - Congress No. 2Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church
June 29 - Mission Emphasis Sunday
Weekly Scheduled Activities for
St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out

study the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at
6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal
on Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring
(4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons
and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of
believers in Christ, reaching out to
the world, preaching the gospel to the
unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love of
Christ - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender, Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II
Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark your calendar
FMBC celebrating 86 years of
VICTORY: June 1, at 7:45 a.m. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor, FMBC.
10:45 a.m., Dr. Joseph Gordon, Pastor
Emeritus of Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church
Mon., June 2, at 7 p.m. Bishop

Lewis Sherman, Pastor, Holy Christian Church.
Tues., June 3, at 7 p.m. Reverend Troy Adams, Pastor, New
Jerusalem Baptist Church
Wed., June 4, at 7 p.m. Reverend
Tyler Anderson, Pastor, Mt. Zion
Primitive Baptist Church
Sun., June 8, Culmination Service, 7:45 a.m., Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor, First Baptist Institutional
Church, 10:45 a.m. Proclaimer TBA.
Contact Minister S.P. Saulsby,
86th Church Anniversary Chairperson, for information: 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it through

Jesus Christ. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor and the Friendship family welcomes you to our open doors.
Friendships’ Sunday Praise and Worship are 7:45 and 10:45 a.m. Sunday
Church School begins at 9:30.
Come join us each Wednesday
for Bible Study at Noon and 7 p.m.
Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you to
come join us and share in the study
of God’s word .
Friendship is located at 3300 31st
Street South, Saint Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

“IT IS REVIVAL TIME”
Queen Street C.O.G.I.C.
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Come join us as we celebrate our Pastor Willie Williamson
and First Lady 1st Anniversary
Monday, June 16 - Sunday, June 22 each night starting at 7
ANOINTED SPEAKERS:
Monday & Tuesday night New York’s True Prophet of God, Bishop Michael E. Turpin
Wednesday night Tampa’s own Pastor Willie Fowler, Palm River C.O.G.I.C.
Thursday night St. Pete’s own Pastor R. Welch, Prayer Tower C.O.G.I.C.
Sunday morning Tampa’s own Pastor A.D. Shaw, Shekinah Glory C.O.G.I.C.
We look forward to seeing each and every one of you!
Come on out … Bring a Friend and Hear God’s Word!

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600

GREATER LIGHT A.M.E. ZION CHURCH
1400 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ST. S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701 727-543-2648
REV. BESSIE L. MOHEAD, PASTOR Pastormo4@verizon.net

WANTS YOU AT OUR

“PENTECOST REVIVAL”
TO BE HELD WEDNESDAY THRU FRIDAY, 4, 5, 6, JUNE 2014 AT 7:30 NIGHTLY
THE ANOINTED AND ORDAINED EVANGELIST FOR THIS SACRED PENTECOST REVIVAL IS

PASTOR SHIRLEY HAGAN
FOUNDER AND CEO
SHIRLEY HAGAN MINISTRIES, INC.
MULBERRY, FLORIDA
ANYONE WHO NEEDS SALVATION, HEALING,
DELIVERANCE, PROSPERITY OR FORGIVENESS
SHOULD BE HERE EVERY NIGHT TO RECEIVE
WHAT GOD HAS FOR THEM. REMEMBER:
WHAT EVER YOU NEED, GOD’S GOT IT.
CONFIRMED BIBLE EXPOSITOR
WEDNESDAY - BISHOP LISA JAMISON
THURSDAY - SISTER MARIA SCRUGGS
FRIDAY - PASTOR DEBORAH HILL
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